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Essays on Corn
Practical Essay Work. The reason that
composition work is often so unsatisfactory,
and that pupils consider it the -worst kind
of drudgery, is because they are assigned
themes which they do not understand and
upon which they can obtain little or no in-
formation. The exhaustive treatment of
school subjects in these volumes makes it an
invaluable aid to the teacher who wishes to
make her work interesting and successful.
Below are given a few essays on corn, pre-
pared after a study of articles and illustra-
tions pertaining to this subject. These essays
are given to show teachers how the subjects
presented in this work can be used to ad-
vantage, and as illustrations of what may be
done in other subjects.
The illustrations are simple and such as
any pupil will delight in drawing. If, how-
ever, the teacher feels unable to supervise
work of this kind, very interesting illustra-
tions can be found in catalogues of farm im-
plements and articles in agricultural journals
and other periodicals. These can be cut out
and pasted on the pages of the essay.
 On this and the eight pages following we
have endeavored to present these essays in
form not more artistic than the work of the
average boy and girl can be made. If the
student sees that he can write and draw as
well as the writing and the illustrations
shown herewith, it is a matter of encourage-
ment to him.
By way of special emphasis we would like
to state that in a great number of instances
the boys and girls are easily discouraged in
their attempts at drawing because their ef-
forts fall immeasurably short of the perfec-
tion seen in the copy. It is true that a per-
fect copy leaves no room for doubt as to
exact form and detail but for all practical
purposes of these essays there is much en-
couragement lent to the exercise if the stu-
dents can see in the copy from which they
work that which has actually been produced
by boys and girls with no better prepara-
tion than their own. It is therefore with
pleasure that we offer such results in the fol-
lowing pages as may be achieved by every
average pupil in any school in sections where
corn is grown.
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